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INTZR17,TI01T:>L  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL 
FOR  THE  Fi.R  EnST 


THE  UNITED.  STATES  OF  ..MBICA,  et  ol 

vs 

ARAKI,  Scdao,  ot  el 


AFFIDAVIT 


DEPONENT:  i.BE,  Kobuyuki 


I,  nBE,  Kobuyuki,  make  ooth  end  say  os  follows: 

I  was  formerly  a  Gonorul  of  the  Imporial  Japanese 

.Army. 

!^y  address  is  No.  88,  1-Chomo,  Shimatokaido,  Suginami- 
ku,  Tokyo-to. 

ARAKI ,  Sadao  and  I  were  very  intimate  friends  among 
classmates  and  I  havo  known  his  oharoctor  and  opinion  vary 
well.  Re  has  bean  a  man  of  firm  beliof  and  has  never  given 
in  to  enyono  when  ho  believed  he  was  right;  so  that  ho  was 
often  misundor stood ♦  Nevertheless  his  idoa  was  always 
moderate  and  impartial  and  never  gone  to  extreme.  :.e  was 
very  sympathotic  to  others  tnd  so  goodhoartod  that  he  was 
often  blamed  of  wanting  firmness.  He  hated  to  entrap  anyone 
resorting  to  intrigues. 

In  the  dtys  of  the  rtnohurien  Incident,  I  was  in  the 
service  abroad  and  seldom  had  a  chenco  to  see  him.  In  those 
few  cases  whon  I  could  see  him,  we  discussed  his  effort  that, 
being  appointed  as  the  Minister  of  ’/or  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  incident,  how  ho  had  bean  working  hard  to  stop  tho  war¬ 
fare  from  being  extended  to  tho  wholo  sphere  of  Chinese  and 
Japanese  relations  from  his  worry  over  ill-treckod  public 
opinion  in  our  country  as  well  as  ubroud;  and  how  ha  was 
determined  with  unusual  firmness  end  consideration  to  ter¬ 
minate  the  military  operations  in  lianchurie  in  a  possiblo 
short  period  of  tiiuo  by  restoring  puaco  and  order  there. 

In  October  1939  I  formed  a  cabinet  and  on  the  1st  of 
December  I  was  able  to  get  the  consent  of  nRAKI  to  join  my 
oabinot  os  a  counsellor.  The  system  of  counsollorship  to 
Premier  was  inaugurated  ot  tho  time  of  tho  first  KLN0Y3 
Cabinet  with  the  aims  of  advising  tho  Premier  for  termination 
of  the  Chinn  Incident.  One  could  draw  noithor  authority  nor 
allowance  from  tho  system  tnd  it  remained  like  an  honorary 
service.  Valuing  AR..KI  at  high  esteem  in  his  ability  in 
promptly  rounding  up  of  the  I'anchuricn  Incident  and  insofer 
as  ho  was  in  accord  with  my  wishes  in  dealing  with  tho  prompt 
solution  of  the  Chino  Incident,  I  asked  him  to  accept  tho 
counsollorship  end  help  mo. 


‘ 


ARAKI,  however,  was  very  reluctant  saying  that  while  ho 
was  serving  as  Finis tor  of  Education  in  the  first  KONOYE 
Cabinet  end  MRANUIIA  Cabinet,  boing  a  civil  minister,  ho  had 
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noithor  boon  asked  for  hid  opinion  nor  hud  ho  tho  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  presenting  his  own  idea  on  tho  problems  of 
military  operations  tnd  foroign  affairs;  then  how  could  ho 
servo  tho  country  as  t  mere  counsellor  for  the  Pramier, 
tho  post  of  which  was  in  name  only,  with  no  mooning. 
i:overtheless  ho  finally  yielded  to  my  earnest  request, 
considering  our  friendship,  and  ooooptod  tho  post. 

Vy  cabinet  rosignod  in  ono  month  eftor  that  appoint¬ 
ment,  end  after  thet  I  had  not  sufficient  chance  to  hear 
from  him  oither  in  on  official  or  private  capacity. 


!,  Kobuyi 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  boforo  tho  undersigned 
officer  by  tho  abovo-nomod  nBE,  Nobuyuki,  at  the  V/or 

Ministry  Building,  Tokyo,  Japan,  on  this  _  de; 

of  hugust  1947. 
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